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Left Seat
Here it is 2018 so that means 2017 

for Minter Field Air Museum is in 
the history book and what a great 
history book it is.
The museum’s exhibit at the Kern 

County fair has come and gone 
and I want to thank everybody for 
all the help, Museum members, 
Pinups for Patriots and friends of 
the Museum and especially for 
those who stepped up when I was 
unable to be there.

On October 28th we were back 
out to the Kern County Raceway 
Park and 3 of the Museum 
members were privileged to 
announce “Gentlemen, Start Your 
Engines!”

November 11th we were in the 
Bakersfield Veterans Day parade 
with the yellow Jeep pulling the 
Loach helicopter accompanied by 
Pinups for Patriots, Capt. America, 
Agent Carter and two Wonder 
Women.

 On the 1st of December the 
Museum participated in Shafter’s 
2nd Christmas parade with our 
Yellow Jeep, Loach helicopter and 
Shafter’s first fire truck.

The Museum’s Christmas open 
house was on December 9th.  
Santa Claus arrived in a helicopter 
and he handed out stuffed animals 
to 100’s of children.  The Museum 
was open and we had several 
hundred people go through the 
Museum’s exhibits.

I want to thank all the Museum 
members, Pinups for Patriots, 
Minter Field Airport District, 
City of Shafter and all that helped 
support the Museum in 2017.

2018 looks like it will be even 
a bigger and better year for the 
Museum lots of things are in the 
works.

If you haven’t paid your dues for 
2018 please do so, if you haven’t 
recruited somebody to join and 
help us, do so.

I am looking forward to seeing 
everybody on Friday February 
9th at the Museums Founders day 
banquet at Hodel’s.

-Ronald Pierce
M.F.A.M. chairman of the board

Who We Are...
Our Mission
To educate the public about Minter Army Air Field and Kern County aviation’s impact on local, 
regional, and global history through preservation effoerts, specialty presentations, and 
community outreach programs.

Our Vision

Our Core Values
  

1. Integrity

2. Patriotism

  

 
 

5. History

6. Freedom

 
 

7. Community

8. Family

Our Goals

3. Commitment

4. Teamwork

To be the finest museum of its type, ensuring that the legacy and historical signifcance of Minter 
Air Field is passed on to future generations that no one forgets why people fought to preserve our 
freedoms. 

1. Educate the public about the important roll that Minter Army Air Field played during World 
War II.
2. Educate the public about the historical significance that Kern County has played in aviation 
history, both military and civilian.

3. Preserve the history of and commemorate the service of  localresidents that served in the 
armed forces from World War I to today.

4. Educate the public about the global impact of Minter Army Air Field.

REASONS TO JOIN OR GET INVOLVED 

Minter Field was officially dedicated on February 7. 1942. The base was one of the 
largest training bases in the Western Training Command. From 1942 until the end of 
the war in 1945 it graduated 11,280 pilots.  The museum was originally founded in 
1983. Over the years there have been many achievements and goals accomplished.  
Many military vehicles and airplanes have been restored. Today the accumulation of 
donated artifacts has resulted in numerous historical displays from WWI, WWII, 
Korea, Viet Nam, Cold War and NASA. This was accomplished while maintaining the 
museum building which was built as a firehouse for Minter Field in 1942. 

We are extensively involved in community events, to name a few are the Veteran’s 
Day Parade, Annual 9 11 Ceremony, kern County Fair, many presentations at 
community organizations and schools. We are a non-profit organization operated 
completely 100% by volunteers. It is through donations, memberships and tireless 
efforts of volunteers that has allowed us to keep the museum open and continue free 
admission to the museum. 

HOW CAN YOU HELP? 

• Become a member – see membership form in this Snap Roll
• Donate or loan artifacts both military and civilian aviation equipment 
• Donate your time and talents to help operate and maintain the museum and

it’s activities
• Last but not least you can make a onetime donation up to including becoming 

a Lifetime Member (see explanation of Lifetime Member on Membership Form)

ALL DONATIONS, INCLUDING TRAVEL TO AND FROM MUSEUM, ARE TAX DEDUCTABLE !



 Bakersfield Chapter 

SSppeeaakkeerr  ((UUSSAAFF  RReett..))  MMaajjoorr  BBrriiaann  SShhuull  

USAF Pilot, Vietnam Veteran –shot down, severely burned, 
rescued, and miraculously returned to flight status 

SR -71 STORIES & PHOTOS YOU WON’T FORGET 

HHooddeell’’ss  LLiibbeerrttyy  HHaallll  
5917 Knudsen Drive 

FFRRIIDDAAYY  FFEEBBRRUUAARRYY  99TTHH  
Cocktails 6:00-7:00, Dinner 7:00  

TTiicckkeettss  $$3355  ppeerr  ppeerrssoonn;;  PPrreemmiiuumm  ttaabbllee  ooff  88  ffoorr  $$330000..0000  
PPlleeaassee  rreesseerrvvee  //  ppuurrcchhaassee  ttiicckkeettss  iinn  aaddvvaannccee  
EEmmaaiill::  mmffaamm@@mmiinntteerrffiieellddaaiirrmmuusseeuumm..ccoomm    

LLeeaavvee  aa  MMeessssaaggee  aatt  tthhee  MMuusseeuumm  666611--339933--00229911   

TTiicckkeettss  oonn  ssaallee  tthhrroouugghh  WWeeddnneessddaayy  FFeebbrruuaarryy  11sstt  
(Seating is limited.  If available, tickets will also be sold at the door.) 

Make checks to: MFAM, PO Box 445, Shafter, CA 93263
Tax ID:  953646320  

    EVENT SPONSOR – 

MMiinntteerr  FFiieelldd  FFoouunnddeerrss  DDaayy  BBaannqquueett

Tel-Tec Security Systems, Inc. is an independent security firm that provides security solutions to more than 22,000 clients. It is locally 
owned and operated in Bakersfield since 1982.  

Tel-Tec designs, installs, services, and maintains security solutions. With more than 35 years in operation, we have the competency 
and proven past performance to manage small and large security contracts from private residents to schools, shopping centers, oil 
companies and government facilities. 

Tel-Tec’s streamlined organization provides efficiency through clear, simple, effective process and lines of communication. As a 
result, the company has demonstrated the flexibility to adjust quickly and dynamically to unanticipated requirements. This also 
facilitates a company culture of providing exceptional customer service. 

“I would like to encourage everyone to join us in supporting this amazing opportunity to 
hear one of our American war heros. It truly is a story that will touch your hearts.” 
-Morgan Clayton President

For more information please call 
Tel-Tec Security Inc. at (661)397-5511 Tel-Tec

Providing People Peace of Mind

s e c u r i t y  s y s t e m s ,  i n c .

Brian is one of the most 
popular and dynamic aviation 
speakers in America today. 
As an Air Force fighter pilot, 
Brian was shot down in the 
Vietnam War and severely 
burned in the ensuing crash. 
Initially given up for dead, he 
was rescued and spent one 
year in hospitals, endured 
15 surgeries and was told 
his flying days were over. 
Amazingly, Brian returned 
to active duty, became an 
Airshow Demonstration pilot 
in the A-10, went on to become 
a TOPGUN instructor and 
culminated his Air Force 
career by flying the top secret 
spy plane the SR- 71. Flying 
the world’s fastest and highest 
aircraft required an astronaut 
physical and Brian made Air 
Force history when he passed 
without waivers.



Bakersfield Veterans Day Parade

Santa Claus makes his landing

MFAM Staff Members with Santa 

Shafter Christmas Parade  Shafter Christmas Parade

Veterans Day Parade

Santa Fly-In

Santa Fly-In



After 68 years in the aerospace industry, and having a hand in producing every single C-17 
in the Air Force’s inventory, an original Rosie the Riveter got her first flight in one on 
Monday.

Elinor Otto, 98, took to the skies in a C-17 she riveted at March ARB, Calif., in a ceremo-
nial flight flown by Air Mobility Command head Gen. Carlton Everhart.

“You are a true inspiration,” Everhart said. “In the day and age where quicker, faster, 
more is the goal, and job hopping is the norm, it’s inspiring to hear a story about hard 
work and dedication that was spread over the course of time.”

Otto joined the aerospace industry in 1942, shortly after the attacks on Pearl Harbor, 
when she said recruitment signs calling for women to help with the war effort. Recently 
single and with a young son, she started at a wage of 65 cents per hour. After World War 
II, the “Rosies” —terms given for women who took men’s jobs in factories—were laid off. 
Otto tried other jobs before going back to aerospace.

Throughout her career, she worked for Rohr Aircraft Corp., Ryan Aeronautical Co., 
Douglas Aircraft, and Boeing. She retired in 2014 at the age of 95. At Boeing, Otto 
worked on every C-17 delivered to the US Air Force, along with aircraft for other nations.

In September, Otto received the Air Force Association’s 2017 Lifetime Achievement 
Award at the annual Air, Space & Cyber Conference.

 Elinor Otto, a retired Rosie the Riveter, speaks at 
AFA’s Air, Space & Cyber Conference after receiving 
AFA’s Lifetime Achievement award. Otto flew in a 
C-17, which she helped build, for the first time on 
Monday. Screenshot photo.
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MINTER FIELD Community Partners

we need you - now !!!

...and thank you for your support!!!


